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Introduction  
 
Mayor Dan Horrigan is committed to growing Akron again.   
 
We do this by making a great place even better - by building new housing, by rehabilitating existing 
buildings, by encouraging entrepreneurship and commercial redevelopment, and by using artistry in 
urban design to create irresistible places for people to live, work, and play.  
 

 
 
For roughly 80 years, Akron was the center of the global rubber and tire industry. It was home to 
the headquarters of four of the worldõs five largest tire manufacturers ð Goodyear, Firestone, B.F. 
Goodrich, and General Tire.  
 
In 1920, it was building half of the worldõs tires.  By 1982, not a single a passenger tire was built in 
the city.  The impact on the cityõs economy, culture, and psyche was profound. 
 
Between 1910 and 1920, Akron was the fastest growing city in the entire nation, expanding from a 
population of 69,000 in 1910 to 208,000 in 1920.  As a result, much of the cityõs housing was built in 
the 1910õs, and is now 100 years old. Like most cities, it is a place of diverse neighborhoods: hastily-
built, poorly planned ones in the cityõs urban core; solidly middle-class, well-planned, historically 
significant ones, like Goodyear Heights and Firestone Park; and opulent ones containing palatial 
homes on tree-lined streets, like Merriman Hills and Fairlawn Heights, built for its most affluent 
residents. 
 
The city hit its peak population in 1960, expanding to 290,000 residents.  Since 1960, the city has 
lost 31% of its population.  Today it is home to approximately 198,000 residents. 
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Despite losing 73,000 residents between 1960 and 2000, the number of households (90,000) 
remained consistent for 40 years, due to shrinking average household size. But since 2000, Akron 
has lost an additional 19,000 people and over 6,000 households.  This has led to a growing problem 
with vacant and abandoned properties. 
 
Despite its significant loss of population and manufacturing jobs, it is inaccurate to pigeonhole 
Akron as a òshrinking Rust Belt cityó.  The fact that the city once contained the corporate 
headquarters of at least half-a-dozen Fortune 500 companies, and all of the wealth that they 
generated; and the fact that it has since diversified its economy, retaining and attracting new high-
paying jobs, means that it is still home to some of the most stable and affluent urban neighborhoods 
in the entire Great Lakes region.  Like most places, it should not be painted with an overly broad 
brush. 
 
Today, when it comes to housing, Akron is a city of contrasts.  It is not one real estate market, but 
half-a-dozen. Approximately one-quarter of the cityõs housing is in great shape, while another one-
quarter is extremely distressed. The remaining 50% could be characterized as being at a tipping-
point of sortsñlargely solid, older homes, in middle class neighborhoodsñfor now. 
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The city contains approximately 96,000 housing units. The median date of construction for housing 
units in the City (houses and apartments) is 1952.  64% of the housing units were built prior to 1960. 
 More housing was built during the Great Depression than has been built since 2000. 
 
The 21st Century represents a true demographic turning point for our city.  Our loss of not just 
population, but now households, too, is a direct result of our using up all of the viable, marketable 
housing that we had and our tearing down of more housing than we have been able to rebuild.  
Simply put ð we are now at a place where we are physically unable to grow because we are 
experiencing a net loss of housing ð year after year, as housing gets older and older.  On average, 
500 houses are torn down every year in this city. On average, only 10 are built.   
 
New residents can move to Akron, of course, but they will simply be replacing someone who 
already lives here.  The City is currently playing òmusical chairsó with its housing stock ð one person 
replaces another and every once in a while another chair is taken away.  No matter how great of a 
place this city is to live (and it is) we canõt grow again if we donõt figure out how to build more 
housing than we tear down.  Itõs simple arithmetic.  Right now, we have plenty of houses that people 
donõt want and not enough houses that people do want. 
 
So what, you say?  Why does it matter if we keep losing population?  Because the size of our 
population has incredibly important ramifications for our tax base; our employment base; the 
performance of our schools; the distribution of everyday amenities like grocery stores, shops, and 
restaurants; the delivery of public services; and less tangible, but equally important things like our 


